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The prince was not brought to trial but was
shipped out of France to the United States. By
this action the Government of Louis Philippe
hoped to gain credit for clemency and to minimise
the importance of the episode in the eyes of the
public ; they were also most probably influenced
by doubt whether a jury could be found to con-
vict a Bonaparte at that moment - a doubt which
was more than justified by the subsequent acquit-
tal of Louis Napoleon's fellow conspirators,, whose
release was celebrated with riotous enthusiasm at
a public banquet in Strassburg. Later it was
asserted by the prince's enemies that he was
pardoned only in exchange for his parole not to
set foot again in France - but this accusation was
never made by anyone in authority with respon-
sible knowledge, and it seems unlikely that it was
true ; the Government was concerned solely to
get the great Napoleon's namesake out of the
public eye as expeditiously as possible ; moreover,
it will be seen hereafter that the Government's
own prosecutor at a later trial stated that the
prince's pardon had been unconditional.

Louis Napoleon was, however, punished for his
failure in another manner. His engagement to
Princess Mathilde was immediately cancelled by
her father.

By the attempt, the prince had gained ex-
perience. Rather than quenching his ardour, it